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Greetings Everyone                    Newsletter November 2014 

I hope you found last month’s Safety Bulletin helpful. We received quite a lot of positive 

feedback. In this month’s edition of NZHA News you can read about: 

• Bad Attitudes Can Cause Accidents 

• Time in Service Recorder 

• Condolence 

• Tail Rotor 

• Last Word 

 

Bad Attitudes Can Cause Accidents 

 

The following comes from IHST and when you consider that 78% of NZ helicopter accidents 

are caused by pilot failure as opposed to mechanical failure, this material is as relevant here 

as anywhere else in the world. 

Helicopter accidents happen when pilots allow themselves to take unnecessary risks, 

according to the International Helicopter Safety Team (IHST). “If pilots learn to recognize 

their attitudes for what they are, they can deal accordingly and operate safely.” The team 

clumps bad pilot attitudes into five distinct categories that help explain their drawbacks.  

“No one can tell me what to do” is an attitude found in people who may either be resentful 

of someone telling them what to do or may just regard rules, regulations and procedures as 

silly or unnecessary. The IHST acknowledges, however, that it is important to question 

authority if you recognize an error.  

“Do something–anything–quickly” comes from people who frequently do not stop to think 

about their actions and often don’t select the best alternative.  

“It won’t happen to me” types acknowledge that accidents happen but also believe they’ll 

never be involved.  

“Of course I can do it” people need to prove they’re better than everyone else and often 

take unnecessary risks. While this pattern is thought to be a male characteristic, the IHST 

says women are equally susceptible.  

“Whatever happens, happens” people do not see themselves making much difference in 

what happens to them. This type of person is known to go along with unreasonable requests 

just to be “nice.”  

Do any of these sound familiar? We may be able to provide some resilience strategies for 

these next month. 



Time in Service Recorder 

We have fielded a number of calls wondering how this project is progressing. You may recall 

we asked for donations to fund the initial part of the project – that being to scope the 

project and get CAA and MoT commitment to gazette the legislation that will require TiSR’s. 

(See September NZHA News for full explanation). 

 

We sought donations to get $20K to kick start the project and we have received $10,250. 

For all the angst there’s been about the lack of a TiSR we thought there would have been 

more interest than this. So if you have been waiting to see how the funding panned out 

before committing, now is the time to act. We ask that donations are made in multiples of 

$500 PLUS GST and that they are direct credited to a special account at Aviation NZ. The 

Acct Number is 03 0502 0013493 001. If you require a tax invoice prior to making your 

donation just request one. Otherwise you will be sent one on receipt of your donation. 

 

This is your chance to level the playing field by stamping out the dishonest competition and 

that will improve the safety of everyone. 

 

Condolence 

 

We offer our sympathy to the family of Peter Robb following the unfortunate accident that 

Peter suffered near Wanganui. Peter ran a successful business out of Wanganui. What is 

particularly distressing is that we’re told Peter died as a consequence of a wire strike when 

he ran into an electric fence wire. For the last three years the association has been 

campaigning to get landowners to address this risk and NZAAA Chairman Alan Beck in 

particular, has promoted his “Down to the Wire” programme widely. It is really 

disappointing to lose an experienced pilot this way.  

 

Tail Rotor 

 

• Noise Abatement Certificate on-line renewal assessments are available at 

http://www.aia.org.nz/AIRCARE/Noise+Abatement+Renewal+Assessment+Helicopter.html 

• The next meeting of NZHA is 0930 27th November, Level 1, Aviation House, Johnston 

Street, Wellington 

 

Last Word 

 

2014 is turning out to be a shocking year for NZ helicopter safety. Can we explain it away as 

“just a blip” or is something more sinister at play, and if so, what? We’d love to hear your 

view.    

 



Keep it safe out there and as usual, send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and please 

support our sponsors.  
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